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17th December, 2013
Derby City Draft Core Strategy

A Consultation Response from Derby Cycling Group

1. Introduction

1.1. Members of Derby Cycling Group have reviewed and discussed the Derby City Draft Core Strategy (“the Core Strategy”) and wish to make the following response to the public consultation on that Core Strategy.
2. Overall Development Model

2.1. Derby Cycling Group is pleased with the emphasis on moderate development within the city boundary, maintenance of green wedge and with developments external to the city focussed on areas attached to the city boundary. This arrangement ensures Derby remains a compact city which will give the greatest potential for the growth of cycling as everyday transport because everywhere within the Derby urban area is close enough to everywhere else to travel to by bike.

2.2. However the Core Strategy does not define the mechanism by which the development of cycle transport within the city will be realised in order to support this model of development. This is a major concern to us and we expand on this below and offer suggestions as to how the Core Strategy should be amended to ensure that delivery of sustainable transport, in particular cycling, is actually achieved.

3. Delivery of Cycling as Transport within the Core Strategy

3.1. It is not enough to expect developers to create cycle routes on their development and hope that this will create hundreds of new cycle journeys each day; it will not. The cycle network in Derby is so poor that the connections to each site do not usually exist. It is the access routes to a new development which will determine how much cycling is done as much (if not more than) the routes created within the development. Each planning application must therefore consider the construction of cycle access routes external to the development its self and need a significant contribution of developer funding. A good example is Castleward where access from it to the city centre by bike, especially to the Cathedral Quarter, is very badly designed and poorly defined on the ground. Unless strong, segregated, signed routes into the city via Traffic Street, Morledge and London Road are created, the uptake of cycling from Castleward to, for example the Cathedral Quarter, will be very limited despite the site location close to the city centre. This situation is not being addressed alongside the Castleward project, and we would like the Core Strategy to make sure that it is considered, very strongly, in future. 
3.2. The city council planning control team must not agree to developers plans until sustainable travel is tied down. Developers and the council should work together to design the sustainable transport elements, taking input from stakeholders regarding the requirements at each location from a very early stage. We would like this stated in the Core Strategy.
3.3. All new developments must be proactively consulted on with all transport stakeholders (the LTP steering group provides an initial list). Failing to consult proactively with DCG on plans for the London Road Rail bridge and Castleward are major failings of the city’s planning department and have lead to big issues with poor or non-existent cycling provision in these significant developments. These failings must not be repeated, and we would like the Core Strategy to make the setting up of such a mandatory consultees list as a priority for the planning department.
3.4. All new development schemes must be the subject of a cycle audit with a strong, positive checklist or toolkit of cycle provision required in all cases relating to cycle access routes to the development, cycle routes within the development; cycle parking (including statements as to the type and siting of cycle racks and their accessibility to ensure they are conveniently sited, attractive to use, visible and fit for purpose). Unfortunately far too often cycle provision is of poor quality, or unfit for purpose. We would like Cycle Audits to be mandated by the Core Strategy.
4. Open Spaces and Green Wedges:

4.1. Open spaces will become more restricted within the city boundary as this Core Strategy is worked through and DCG is concerned that too much green wedge encroachment could easily occur. Strong protection measures for all green wedge land needs to be defined in the Core Strategy.

4.2. A policy is needed to define how the access to open spaces, especially green wedges, can be improved. We would like to see an access development plan incorporated into the Core Strategy.
4.3. A further policy is also required seeking to extend open spaces wherever possible, especially with the aim of creating strategic green corridors, and of using them as the routes for cycle paths. Such cycle paths would not only provide access to these open spaces but could be used to link them together to create longer, attractive, routes and to give access to nearby district centres, areas of employment or housing and as significant commuting routes across the city.

5. Strategic Cycle Development Plan
5.1. We agree with the principle of focussing retail and service businesses in the city centre and the district centres. This would also give the creation of a cycle network more focus and makes possible more journeys by bicycle. However, the Core Strategy must state the need for a documented, strategic cycle development plan to back up the focus on city and district centre vitality. That cycle development strategy must also set out how it will be achieved and delivered.

5.2. We like the statement regarding “opportunities to reduce reliance on the private car” but the Core Strategy does not define how that will be realised. Again, we would like the Core Strategy to state that a documented strategic cycle development plan will be developed, with time scales, to assist in the increasing of transport choice for the citizens of Derby.

6. Balanced Approach

6.1. Derby’s current Local Transport Plan (LTP3) states that Derby will take a balanced approach to transport planning and that aim is repeated in the Core Strategy; cycling is critical in creating that balance. At the moment Derby’s cycle network is very disjointed and extra effort is needed to put cycling on a level playing field with driving or even using the bus. However, there is no attempt in the Core Strategy to redress the imbalance against cycling in our current transport system. We would like to see the Core Strategy state that cycling must always be a key feature in the transport plan for all new developments and in the city’s transport strategy.

7. Additional Transport Capacity

7.1. The Core Strategy states that “..where necessary, create additional capacity”. In terms of cycling “where necessary”, in our opinion, is not good enough. We would like the Core Strategy to state support for the positive, proactive, development of the cycle network, everywhere, because in most places cycling capacity is very limited by a hostile road environment. We would like the Core Strategy to state an intention to redress that imbalance.
7.2. We note the support which the Core Strategy gives to a “South Derby Integrated Transport Link” and the improvements to the A52 and A38 junctions. We would like the Core Strategy to also, explicitly state that it supports the integration of high quality cycling provision into all of these schemes starting with the first planning concept stage onwards.

8. In summary, we hope that the city council finds our comments positive and of merit. We look forward to seeing some amendments in the Core Strategy to strengthen the case for developing cycling for everyday journeys within the city to help realise the aspiration for a more sustainable local economy. It is noteworthy that it is people in more highly skilled, highly technical, fields of work who tend to cycle more. To attract high tech, high value, engineering businesses to Derby, an attractive cycling environment would be a major positive asset. It is significant that the two places in the city where the highest proportion of people cycle to work are to Rolls-Royce and the Royal Derby Hospital. But today Derby is a long way from having a satisfactory cycle network and the planning processes in particular are especially lacking in supporting the growth of cycling here. We hope that this Core Strategy can develop into a catalyst for significant improvement.
Yours Sincerely,

Tony Roelich

On behalf of Derby Cycling Group
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