A BETTER WAY TO GO

Before becoming ancient enough to give it up for good, I used to cycle to work (a much overrated pastime) on Raynesway.  Returning along the excellent riverside path it seemed only natural to continue beside the river as far as possible.

There are recognised cycle routes that do almost this as far as Folly Road in Darley Abbey.  Thereafter one is expected to either climb the hills into Allestree or dice with death along the Alfreton Road.  However I discovered that it is perfectly possible to continue beside the river right up to Ford Lane, where I live, if one is willing to lift the bike over a couple of stiles.  About half a mile is over grass, basically following the Derwent Valley Heritage Way, but the rest is along roads/tracks already used (very infrequently) by slow moving cars and lorries.

Being worried about the dubious legality (though no one ever objected) of cycling along this completely level, effectively traffic free and scenic route, I have an ambition to get it recognised as a cycle track.  I have also explored a similar riverside extension to Duffield, which would tap into a very significant ‘market’ judging by the number of cyclists commuting down the A6.

This scheme would obviously need substantial resources to plan it and settle with the landowners (though relatively little on surfacing and none on structures).  However the City council is committed to its ‘Rights of Way Improvement Plan’ (though this is mainly concerned with smaller projects with none at all in the north of the City).  Also Pauline Latham (MP for Mid Derbys) is trying to get the money already promised by the government for improving sustainable transport in the Peak District National Park extended to the World Heritage site.  A committee (no connection to DCG) has been established to pursue this aim by establishing an off road cycle track connecting Darley Abbey with Ambergate and the National Park.

Please see attached plan showing where new surfacing is required.
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