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WANTED - NEWSLETTER EDITOR

We’re urgently looking for someone to take on the
task of creating the periodic newsletter. If you are
interested then please let the chair know by emailing
chair@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk or by attending one of the
regular monthly meetings. We plan to publish four newsletters
per year and the editor would be responsible for collecting
articles contributed by members, for correction of English and
for formatting into a, generally, 4 page newsletter.

CYCLE NETWORK NEWS
By TONY ROELICH

Development of Derbys cycle network has stagnated over
the last few years. The end-game for our Space for Cycling
campaign is to have an
integrated cycle network
covering the whole
city. That is a long
way off; Derby doesn’t
even have a strategy
for cycle transport so
don’t expect it any time
soon. However, there
has recently been a
small rush of new routes
and features which have
been helpful to cyclists,
and here is a short
review of what they are
and where they are.
Infinity Park Way:
The new link road
between Wilmore Road
and the Bonnie Prince Infinity Way

pub on Holmleigh Way/A50 roundabout, Chellaston, has cycle
paths alongside the whole of its one mile length with cycle
lanes on the approach to the traffic lights at the junction with
Wilmore Road. It’s not quite so comprehensive as the Mercian
Way (inner ring road) paths, but is a very welcome addition to
the network and is already busy with cyclists.

Pastures Hill, Littleover: Another one mile scheme

has made Pastures Hill a much less daunting place to
ride. The main feature
has been the removal
of several central is-
lands which previously
caused severe pinch
points, leaving cyclists
feeling vulnerable to
passing traffic, where
drivers often found it
difficult to judge safe
overtaking due to the
40mph speed limit. The
islands have gone so Pastures Hill
motor vehicles can give proper space when overtaking. The
speed limit has been reduced to a sensible 30mph so it feels
safer when being overtaken, and a cycle lane has been added
on the uphill side which makes less confident or slower riders
feel more comfortable. There was not enough room for a
downhill cycle lane in the upper section, but that is less of an
issue. There are limitations to its success as always in the UK
with on street parking, especially at school start and end times,
but these existed before and we will seek to work on that in the
future. A good scheme which does provide genuine benefits
to cyclists.

Full Street/Amen Alley Contraflow Cycling: This
scheme was completed in 2015 and is a vital link for cycling

Full Street

north/south through the
city centre, which DCG
has campaigned about
for many years. It pro-
vides additional cycle
permeability close to the
city centre and has many
commendable features.
It does of course make
Bikeworks, with its free
cycle parking facilities,
accessible from both
directions along Full
Street. There is a
dedicated cycle traffic

signal by the Dolphin Pub at Queen Street. This scheme ties
several other city centre schemes together.

Roads for Transport: Passing parked cars make many
cyclists nervous; Once new houses were built on Goodsmoor
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Road, Sinfin, on-road
parking quickly became
an issue from a small
number of new residents
on one of the few roads
crossing the railway
south of the ring road.
Double yellow lines
have returned this road
to its primary purpose
to allow all kinds of ve-
hicles to travel about. It
may look innocuous but
can make the difference Goodsmoor Road
for many people whether to cycle or not. Now all those parked
cars are in the off-road parking spaces specifically provided
by the house-builder for the householders.

Minor Access Facilities: The previous schemes are
relatively large, and we need several of these each year to
get momentum in the
growth of Derby;s cycle
network. However,
small schemes can also
be really important to
make routes accessible
and useable. Here are
three very recent ones:
Ford Street Cycle
Path Access: The new
inner ring road failed
to provide cycle paths
or lanes along Stafford Ford Street
Street or Ford Street. Riding north on Ford Street, there was
also no access to the cycle path which starts at the junction
with Agard Street - until now. A short, simple, dropped kerb,
and hey presto - that is sorted.

Blagreaves Lane - Access to Sunnydale Park: Use has
been made of hatchings in the centre of the road to provide
a right turn cycle lane
for people wanting to
access the cycle paths
in Sunnydale Park.
The pavement has also
been widened to allow
cyclists to get access to
the park.
The Hollow Mick-
leover: Adjacent to
Brookfield Primary
School is the cut-off end
of The Hollow where
it meets Brierfield Way
with a high kerb and a
grassy bank. Cyclists
have been able to cut
through for many years, Right turn markings

but the scheme implemented was a totally unsuitable shared

facility; the worst kind. Now the road crossing and paths have
been widened, the grassy bank has a dedicated cycle path with
dropped kerbs over it, and once on the Littleover side of The
Hollow you can access the road again with a proper dropped
kerb. I guess this is still a congested place at the start and end
of the school day, but much better than it was before. Great
work by one of our council cycling heroes at the city council
for picking out this place and managing to get funding for it.

None of these would rate very highly if you were living in
Holland or Denmark, but given the appalling levels of funding

The Hollow

for sustainable travel in
Derby, we do appreciate
that these schemes have
been delivered in this
climate.
The Space for Cycling
campaign is trying to
raise awareness with
councillors of the need
for proper cycle provi-
sion in the city. I hope

you will join us in a small celebration of these additions to the
network, but also get talking to YOUR local councillors about
what YOU want to see for cycling in YOUR neighbourhood.

Darley Park multi-user path APPROVED

At the Derby City Council Planning Committee meeting
on 15th February, the planning application to build a 3m wide
multi-user path alongside the river in Darley Park was passed.
It is believed the majority was 9 to 3 in favour of the path. That
is great news for active travel in Derby and thanks to the great
work by the council team who have developed a good plan, and
to the 70% of planning application respondents (well over 80
in number) who supported the planning application and wrote
to the planning committee to say so; thank you if you were
one of those people, you have made a real difference here with
positive and well reasoned arguments.

Apart from the dire need for a path to assist those
with mobility issues, certain disabilities, families with small
children, buggies and so on, this will be a really important link
in Derby’s cycle network. It adds to the overall permeability of
this part of North Derby for cycle transport, and will create an
obvious route for the start of the Derwent Valley Cycleway as
that is developed in the future. Travelling from the Silk Mill,
the obvious route is through Darley Abbey, to view Darley
Abbey Mills from the prime vantage point over the river with
its picturesque weirs. Having visited the mills and maybe
bought something at one of the businesses there, you would
then continue in the same direction further along the Derwent
Valley Mills World Heritage Site.

A major point that Derby Cycling Group made in response
to the objections to a path shared by pedestrians and cyclists
is that there already exists such a path all along the river from
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Elvaston to Darley Park. This sharing of the path is nothing
new, it is just an extension to a path which is already safely
shared everyday by hundreds and hundreds of people on foot
and on bikes.

It is of course incumbent on cyclists using any shared path
to take note that they are the faster and heavier vehicle in this
situation and have a responsibility to ensure they keep the area
safe, and that it feels safe, for people on foot - just as we, as
cyclists, expect drivers to take a similar responsibility on the
road.

Here’s looking forward to the development of this new
route later this year and for many more people enjoying being
in the park and experiencing its iconic natural beauty.

2018 AGM TUESDAY 15TH MAY

All members are welcome to attend the Annual General
Meeting which will be held at the Friends Meeting House, St.
Helens Street, Derby at 7:30pm on Tuesday 15th May 2018.
It is expected to last 2 hours and will include reports on recent
activities, membership and finances as well as a guest speaker
talking about the Derwent Valley Cycleway.

DERWENT VALLEY CYCLEWAY
By STEVE ADAMS

There have been clear indications in the past few weeks
that the Derwent Valley Cycleway will be a feature of the
area in the future. A section of the planned route through
Darley Park got the go-ahead from the City Council, which
was a sign of the commitment of politicians and public to the
project. There are now several cycle routes out of Derby to the
north which will join up with the Cycleway as it heads towards
Duffield and Belper. It is anticipated that the Cycleway will
lead to more commuters travelling to work by bike. At present,
many people are deterred from cycling by the heavy traffic on
the A6, but say that they would cycle if there was a flat, traffic-
free route.

The valley has been developing increasingly as a tourist
centre and the Cycleway will assist this process. Families with
children are unwilling to cycle on the main routes, but in future
can look forward to being able to cycle to local attractions.
Matlock Bath is a centre which will benefit, with its cable cars
up to the Heights of Abraham, and the Gulliver’s Kingdom
theme park.

The history associated with the Derwent Valley which has
given it World Heritage status is being increasingly developed
at Cromford and Belper, and a safe cycle route will contribute
to the area’s popularity. The Cycleway will pass the main
features of the World Heritage Site which focuses on the
cotton mills at Cromford, Belper, Milford and Derby, where

the industrial revolution began either side of the turn of the
nineteenth century.

The distance between Derby and Matlock is 24.5km as the
crow flies. The likely cycle route is approximately 31.5km
(19.5 miles). The land is owned or tenanted mostly for
farming, and a lot of effort has gone into understanding - and
where possible accommodating - concerns that landowners on
the planned route may have. Happily, most landowners are
positive, though inevitably there are issues that will need to be
resolved.

In the north, at Matlock, the Cycleway will link to the
existing White Peak cycle track which heads north to the
Monsal Trail. It will follow the River Derwent as closely
as possible southwards, providing an easy route away from
the traffic on the A6. In Derby, it will link to the Riverside
Path to Borrowash and Elvaston, and to the two lengths of the
Derby and Sandiacre canal, which provide further cycling to
Swarkestone and Long Eaton. The Derwent Valley is a cycling
gap that’s waiting to be filled.

The preliminary survey of the project done by Derby City
Council suggests that the project will be a financial success as
well as a benefit to leisure and transport. As the current phrase
has it, ”What’s not to like?”

More information on the project and the opportunity to
sign up for a free newsletter can be found at https://
derwentvalleycycleway.org.uk/

ONLINE
By IAN DENT

Please visit the DCG website for up to date information on
the Group’s activities.

If you are on Facebook you are encouraged to join the
Derby Cycling Group Facebook Group. Login to your account
and then search for “Derby Cycling Group”. You should find
the group information and there should be a “Join” icon at the
top of the page - click on that and, after authorisation, you’re
joined!

Membership benefits

As well as knowing that you are adding your weight
to Derby Cycling Group’s voice when campaigning
for improved cycling facilities, there are also financial
benefits to being a member including discounts at Big
on Bikes, Cyclomonster and The Bike Shop. See
https://derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/blog/
become-a-member/ for the latest details. If any other
local cycle related businesses would like to offer discounts to
our members then please get in touch.

https://derwentvalleycycleway.org.uk/
https://derwentvalleycycleway.org.uk/
https://derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/blog/become-a-member/
https://derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/blog/become-a-member/
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NCN ROUTE 6 (DERBY CANAL PATH) LONDON
ROAD TO HARVEY ROAD

By PETE GREENFIELD

Big improvements are being made to the route as part of
the Derby City Council’s Canal Path widening scheme. As you

Work in Progress

can see, work is well in
hand and when finished
will provide this busy
route with a broad and
well lit multi-user path.
The seating benches on
a barge theme are a
reminder of the history
that the path runs along
the bed of the Derby
Canal which once con-
nected the city to the
Trent and Mersey Canal
at Swarkeston Lock.
New lighting is in
the process of being
installed under London
Road bridge with tactile
paving to assist those
with disabilities. The
embankments on the
approach to the bridge

have been cut back to provide greater access and retaining
gambion walls installed.
At Harvey Road, new asphalt surfaced paths have been laid
to give better access to the cycle path alongside Harvey Road
and to he Wilkins Drive housing estate.

Derbyshire Strategic Network Plan

Derbyshire County Council have been collecting com-
ments on their proposed cycle network plan and are now

evaluating the responses and deciding on priorities. More
details at the DCG website. The DCG response to the
consultation can be seen as a comment at the website.

The Golden Eagle

Derby Cycling Group would like to express their thanks
to the Golden Eagle public house who have provided the
group with space to hold the group’s monthly meetings. The
landlord and other staff have all been very welcoming and
accommodating. The garden provides a small space for bike
parking and we’d recommend all readers to give the Golden
Eagle their custom whenever possible.

https://derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/blog/2017/12/comment-on-the-derbyshire-cycle-network-plans/

